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In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy, God sent the angel 

Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 

to a virgin pledged to be married to a 

man named Joseph, a descendant of 

David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 

highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”  Mary was greatly 

troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 

this might be.  But the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.  You will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 

Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his 

father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 

forever; his kingdom will never end.”  Luke 1:26-33   

 

Two of the things I have always appreciated about the 

Chronicles of Narnia books are the ways C.S. Lewis makes 

insiders out of outsiders and uses little creatures to 

accomplish big things.  The two sons of Adam (Peter & 

Edmund) along with two daughters of Eve (Susan & Lucy) 

come to Narnia, a land they’ve never been before, to meet 

the great lion Aslan and help defeat the White Witch.  They 

are school aged children given a magnificent task and 

adventure.  Edmund himself goes from family traitor to 

faithful warrior in a critical battle scene that leaves him 

severely wounded as he destroys the witch’s wand.  Prince 

Caspian goes from being the adopted, outcast son of his 

uncle to king of his people … (continued on back ) 
 

 

 

Candlelight service 
Saturday, December 24, 4:00pm 

Join us in worshiping  
Jesus Christ as our King, Lord, and Savior  

through Scripture, Christmas music, and candle lighting.  

  

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
(with a Fellowship Time to follow) 

Sunday, December 18, 10:30am Worship 
 

Join us as Mountville’s kids tell the Christmas story 
through acting, singing, and scripture. Plan to stay after 
the service for a fellowship time hosted by the Deacons. 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, December 18, after Fellowship Time 
 

We are hoping to have enough people to have 2 groups of 
carolers going 2 different directions.  If you are interested 

in going, please sign up in the vestibule. 
 

 

 
  2 – EduNations Benefit Concert, 7:00pm, Memorial Park  

        Church, Allison Park 

  4 – Sacrament of Holy Communion, 10:30am 

  4 – Vegetable oil donations for the Food Pantry due 

  5 – Women’s Fellowship Group, 9:00am 

11 – Giving Tree gifts (unwrapped) for the community due 

12 – Session meeting, 6:00pm 

18 – Children’s Christmas Program & Fellowship, 10:30am  

18 – Christmas Caroling, after Fellowship 

24 – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 4:00pm,  

25 – Christmas Day Sunday School canceled 

25 – Christmas Day Worship, 10:30am 

  1 (Jan) – New Year’s Day Sunday School canceled 



 
 

November 
 

• Decorated the church for Advent 

• Discussed making fruit baskets as 

Christmas gifts for the homebound 

• Sent a gift to the Dean family from 

the church in memory of George 

Dean 

• Susanne and Audrey assisted with 

the funeral dinner for George Dean 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  6 – Patty Aiken 
  6 – Dana Oliver 
  7 – Jamie Bish 
  9 – Isabella McKinney 
12 – Ginger McKinney 
15 – Kim Cable 
17 – Emily Bresnihan ☺ 
24 – James Weppelman 
27 – Ed O’Donnell 

 

 

 
30 – Mat & Lori Harrison 

  

 
 

November 13 
 

     Discussion topics included 

planning for Advent and January 1 

worship, the church logo design, 

forming a vision team for the future 

of Mountville, and attending the 

Refocus Workshop of the 

Presbytery. 

     A motion was made, seconded, 

and carried to: 

• accept all committee reports. 

• set the next regular stated 

meeting for Monday, December 

12, 2022 at 6:00pm. 

• adjourn at 8:40pm. 
 

 

 

MISSION 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 
 

We are collecting small bottles of 
vegetable oil (16-24 oz) for the 

Portersville Food Pantry’s 
Christmas distribution.  Our goal is 

70 bottles.  All bottles are due at the 
church by December 4. 

 

 

 
 

We have a "Giving Tree" to 
support 10 children in the 

Portersville and Ellwood City 
areas.  Details are available in 

the vestibule.   Unwrapped gifts 
are due at the church by Sunday, 

December 11. 

  … in later books.  

Even a mouse 

named Reepicheep 

and the beavers (in 

addition to many 

other creatures) 

have a vital role in the battle of good 

versus evil that plays out in the books.  

In many ways these books mirror the 

message of salvation in the Scriptures. 

 

I want to invite you into Mary’s story 
and put yourself in her place for a 
moment.  You are a young virgin girl 
pledged to be married when an angel 
comes to deliver an important 
message.  Gabriel tells her the Lord is 
with her and she is favored by him.  
The angel goes on to tell her that she 
will conceive and give birth to a child 
named Son of the Most High.  Finally, 
he describes this new child’s 
importance: he will be great and rule 
over Jacob’s descendants forever.  Has 
your jaw hit the floor yet?  This 
announcement is the proclamation of 
God’s good news of redemption coming 
in his Son!  Mary will have to come to 
understand the message for herself, 
and she will play a role in others seeing 
this child.  Dear friends, that is the 
invitation to Advent this year.  Come 
ready to see Bethlehem and its 
newborn king with eyes ready and think 
about your role in the great 
adventurous mission of God to deliver 
this good news.  This is a great season 
to invite a neighbor or co-worker to a 
worship service, talk with a friend about 
the coming of Jesus Christ for us at 
Christmas, or simply share the 
message of what Jesus has done in 
your life.  One thing C.S. Lewis really 
learned from the Lord, and is evident in 
his writings, is how God delights to 
bring outsiders into his glorious family 
and use little old me and you in the big 
purpose of delivering that message. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Patrick 
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